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REVIEWS. 


Art. XV. De la Non-existence du Virus Venetian, prouvee par Ic 
raisonnement, Fobservation et Pexperience; avec un Traite Thfo- 
rique et Pratique des maux Vrneriens, retire d'apres les principcs 
de la Nouvelle Doctrine Medicate. Par L. F. R. A. Richond Des 
Baus, Du Puy, (Hautc-Loire,) Docteur en McdecinedelaFaculte 
de Paris, Ex-Chirurgien aide-major a PHopital Militaire de Stras¬ 
bourg, Associe Correspondant de la Societe Royale de Medecinc 
de Bourdeaux, de celles de Toulouse, Metz, Strasbourg, et Corres¬ 
pondant de la Societe des Sciences, Arts et Agriculture d’A«-en. 
A Paris, 1826. Vols. II. 8vo. pp. 883. 


1 HE first quarter of the nineteenth century, will stand conspicu¬ 
ous in the annals of medicine, for great changes in the pathology and 
treatment of diseases. No subject has perhaps profited more by the 
revolution than that of venereal complaints, as no other was ever 
more obscured by errors, or tramelled by imposing dogmas. The 
authority of such names as Hunter, Bell, and Swediauk, had bow¬ 
ed down the profession to implicit faith and patient credulity. But 
these obstacles, ever in the way of improvement, are rapidly yielding 
to the successful efforts of enlightened individuals, whose reports re° 
garded at first as heretical, have been subsequently viewed by the 
more ingenuous with complacency, and finally rewarded with a fair 
investigation. In this way firm believers in the specific and even che¬ 
mical agency of mercury, as the only neutralizer and destroyer of the 
syphilitic poison, have come at length not only to a knowledge of its 
frequent inefficacy, but to a sense of the injury generally attendant 
upon its use, even when administered according to the most orthodox 
directions. Patients were found to survive, when mercurials were 
either dispensed with entirely or sparingly exhibited; nay, even to re¬ 
cover from local and constitutional ailments under other treatment 
rhe old practice, founded upon the all-sufficiency or this agent over 
he poison, yielding to the force of these observations, the cure of 
lues, is now successfully conducted by many upon principles alike 
applicable to all diseases. In this country the number of those who 
hax e v en hired thus far is yet comparatively small: but, counting upon 
the ordinary force of truth, and the ardourwith which it is here sought 
after, we have no hesitation in declaring it as our firm belief, that in 
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a very few years a total reformation will have been effected in this 
teemed, fundamental doctrine!" 1051 e “ Iu5ion of the old » “• 

sjs: * h ' s ”?“ ■*** «... r..nJ 2 iz 

bssb lisssi 

own conclusions and opinions. 

The freedom of inquiry now spreading on every side we hail ns 

much of the opprobrium they have been made to sustain . 

that exact" ^l U " til . their department acquires a greater degree"^ 
hat exactness which gives stability to the other sciences It°i- . 1 , 

havp Un( ' an -' 1 llnccrtaint >' hitherto involving medical subjects which 
e S* ven r,se , to SUC I perpetual discord among physicians andSf 
cd open scepticism and jests; allowed empiricismVmalce her blld en 

emnwITt ’ Ti at tl,c a, W Culminations and unavailing attempts 
employed to put her down, and frequently to triumph from the supe 

And to ?h denC<! a "' ar,,P<l . t0 her P erilous bu ‘ often successful nostrums 
And the same causes is it owing, that the evidence of physicians 
pon pomts connected with their profession, have so little" weight fn 
a court of just.ee It is only the dawn of a better intelligence that 
free medicme from this perplexing and degrading situation. We 
’ “ 'l advanced so far as to be able to smile at the hermetic 
science of the Egyptians, and that absurd love of mvsterv, which 
ed then, to worship the Ibis, because the space between its legs when 
parted asunder as it walks, forms a complete equilateral trial,Me 
ut haung cast off the slough of superstition, we have yet to free 
ourselves from the dominion exercised over us by others, and submit 
more entirely to the guidance of our own common sense and observa¬ 
tion. Certain it is, however, that we have the most difficult allot¬ 
ment of science assigned us for cultivation, seeing that whilst 
others are concerned in tracing the forms and relations of material 
su stances, and the reciprocal actions of inert matter; it is our task 
o acquire a knowledge of the phenomena of life and to ascertain 
'he operation of the most subtile agents, upon principles only 
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cognizable from their effects. But the greater the difficulty, the 
greater the glory of the achievment Harvey, the Newton of our 
science, has brought to light secrets hidden from the mind of man. 
for all we know, from his first creation, and the successful researches 
of Bichat, in addition to what they have already accomplished, may 
yet develope operations in the animal economy, which have been con- 
signed to the list of inscrutible first causes. 

AVe must not, however, suffer our zeal for the general welfare of 
the science to lead us from the particular subject in which we are 
engaged. 

I lie main points which M. Dcs Brus regards himself as having estab¬ 
lished in his treatise, are—1st. The non-existence of a specific vene¬ 
real virus, said to have been originally carried from America to Eu¬ 
rope; 2d. That venereal affections were known long before the period 
of the pretended importation; 3d. That the primary and secondary ef¬ 
fects attributed to the specific poison, possess no distinctive charac¬ 
teristics and are not specific; 4th. That the manner in which the dis¬ 
ease is introduced into the system, its seat, the causes of its repro¬ 
duction and maintenance in defiance of the processes of assimilation 
and decomposition incessantly going on, are unknown, and have 
given rise to a multitude of ridiculous hypotheses; 5th. That the 
crowd of different remedies employed with advantage against syphi¬ 
lis, shows that its nature is not specific; 6th. That mercury does not 
always cure it, but sometimes aggravates and proves dangerous whilst 
it cures a great many diseases not venereal; 7th. That the non-mer¬ 
curial treatment is favourable; 8th. That the development of the con¬ 
stitutional phenomena and even the existence of hereditary syphilis 
maybe explained without reference to a virus; 9th. That these last may 
be cured without a specific; 10th. That all, in fine, which lias been said 
of syphilis, complicated, disguised, etc. is altogether absurd. The 
reasoning, observation, and experience brought by our author in sup¬ 
port of these various positions, will be presented in this article, so 
much of them, at least, as willservetodo justice to his arguments. But 
it may first be necessary to examine the pretensions of one who has 
made so bold an attempt, not simply to break through the limits 
prescribed by former authorities, but to overturn the whole foundation 
and superstructure upon which the doctrines and treatment of the 
disease had formerly rested, substituting others of an entirely new 
order. J 

M. Richond Des Brus, Doctor of Medicine, of the Faculty of Paris, 
and, as may be seen by referring to the heading of this article, mem¬ 
ber of various other medical and scientific associations, professes to 
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had there great facilities of observing them ' 1 , , Strasbour 8 h ’ hc 
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almost universally held by the profession pn " C,pleS and P™ ctlce tl,en 
too freshly imbued with the lessens of Pr'ofes ^ ‘ hathewas 
of any thing else than putting huLtJSi^ 7??™*%** ‘° 
patients, therefore, were submitted to the me,™* F? "' A11 hls 
With very little variation, the exact rules laid down inTh^works" 11 ^ 
Sivediaur and M. Lag.veau followed ir 1 orks of 

wards shortly after leaving ihem as cured, "or’presemed'a^ul 
bubo, or wart winch he pretended were no! owing to XS i f"’ 
tion, he immediately concluded either that th ?■ ,, , lnfec ‘ 
'igilanee, „,.,' cW ,1, “ 

cury had not been administered for the destruction of the 

once, therefore, recourse was again had to Z f he V ! rus - At 

administered more freely than before. mercurj, which was 

‘ I was often,” says he, ** surprised at the tenacitv of «h. • ,. 

some patients resisted three or four courses of mr ' , Virus * whlch in 

my classic authors, attacked it each time will! , h UIy ’ but :Hlthoriz «l by 
forms. I smiled when a none h the Mme arms under different 

any symptoms of syphili^ but that"^' “““'“"S told ™ ‘"at he had never 
less assured him J „ ‘ he S “ rg u eon of “■ regiment had neverthe- 
-us, during T**™ ab °-*h* 
demanded? If he replied in the affirm *■’. , .1° y ° U eVer b . een Wltl * women, I 
he had contracted syphilis, d’einblee -whilst if the U ” h “ ltating ' , 3 r told him ‘hat 

gave him to understand that hemight bavercceivedit'from'h^ 3 *° **** COB *®* , J r i I 
suppositions I pronounced it 11 .1 erece| ve<i it from lus parents. On both 

the phraseology I had lone be ^ J le P°x, and felt tempted to address him in 

of 4 old 10 hCar from one 

viras in, ° ,he system " itb ° ut -y 

invention the beUevereTn a sneeifie n - v me ans of this ingenious 
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medies. In merely doubtful cases, I always preferred submitting my patients 
to a treatment of precaution, to leaving them exposed to the long scries of evils 
which I believed the virus capable of producing.” 

1 here are few even at this day who will not recognize most of the 
views, here presented by our author, as their own, either at the pre¬ 
sent, or some other period of their lives. With but few exceptions 
they were certainly the reigning doctrines when we first walked the 
wards of hospitals in pursuit of instruction. Our author’s account of 
the difficulties that so frequently arose from a rigid adherence to the 
old views, and the manner in which he was led on by observation to 
the adoption of others, is both interesting and replete with instruction 
for those who may yet be travelling in the old road. lie found him¬ 
self like all other practitioners, if they would but confess it, very 
much embarrassed in distinguishing between ulcers which were vene¬ 
real and such as were not 

“ I knew,” says he, “ that many lazy soldiers, to get clear of active duty, 
were in the practice of forming ulcers upon the prepuce by means of caustics, 
for the cure of which they were immediately placed under my direction. On 
the other hand, I was aware, that other soldiers, to avoid the mercurial treat¬ 
ment which they dreaded, attributed the ulcers, that showed themselves after 
impure connexion, to chafing, masturbation, or hard drinking. It therefore be¬ 
came equally important to avoid error, and becoming the dupe of such pa- ; 
tients. At first, I fancied, that by the aid of signs laid down by authors as pa- j 
thognomonics of syphilis, I could readily distinguish between the different spe¬ 
cies of ulcers which I had to manage. But in this I was mistaken. It often 
happened that I met with many ulcers upon the same individual, each of which 
presented a different aspect, one being syphilitic, another having no such ap¬ 
pearance. Resorting to mercury as the touch-stone, I have seen those disap- 
pear which I did not consider venereal, whilst others with the characteristics 
became aggravated. If I only employed local emollient baths, and mucilagi¬ 
nous drinks, I sometimes saw* veritable chancres speedily disappear, and all the 
symptoms give way. In other cases I encountered all the marks of syphilitic 
ulcers strongly determined, admired and pointed them out to the students pre¬ 
sent at my visit, and have been told the next day that the sores were produced 
and kept up by the diurnal application of caustic. It was, after many similar 
observations, that I was induced to regard the various forms presented by ul¬ 
cers, as the products of irritation diversified according to its intensity, dura¬ 
tion, and seat, and to believe that the pretended symptoms of syphilis did not 
depend upon the action of a virus. In this manner was I convinced by my own 
observation, supported by the testimony of others, that ulcers of the glans, 
skin of the penis, and scrotum, have a different aspect from those of the pre- 
puce, and that marks, such as callous edges, perpendicular cut, hardness 
at the base, 8cc. given as patliognomonics, rarely belong to these last.” 

Our author experienced further embarrassments from what he ob¬ 
served relative to the nature and characters of buboes, which he saw 
making their appearance after mild gonorrhoeas, ulcers without the 3 
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AVe have been the more inclined to present the train of observa- 
tions and inquiries which ultimately led our author to change his opi¬ 
nions, inasmuch as the account furnishes a history of the experience 
of many others who have been interested in similar investigations. It 
is hardly necessary for us to say that many of his tenets°have Ion- 
been advocated in (Ins country, though as before stated, bv compara” 
tively few. At e would not therefore have it supposed that we pro- 
sent them as new and unknown, although some of them will doubt¬ 
less be recognized as such.* Hut these doctrines, though founded 
upon the firm basis of experience and reason, have hitherto been .0 
generally sacrificed and forsaken for those or the old school, that they 
will, m the shape presented by our author, gain new force, and bear 
down obstructions too strong to be removed by former Well-directed 
but less regular attacks. 

Notwithstanding the entire change in his views, M. Des Hrus was 
still fora while bound down loan observance uftheold routine practice 
~ if T ti ' * COnVerSi °" ‘0 conform to the JO, 

stadon led f fi M eal ;!T tment ’ h ° WeVer ’ this superior to another 
to on, left the field entirely open to Des Bros, and he was not long in 

tip,, S Up °" t ,C a< vantage ‘ -'Accordingly he put almost all hfpa- 
tients upon a treatment without mercury. Under the name of saccha- 

5osso°fati nal ST”*"* 1 “g" them in the form of 

fiId!nf P ia f,,C " ons ’ wa ‘ cl >">? <" see that they used it with suf¬ 
ficient confidence to tranquillize their minds, and believe the medi 

PrimiSe aswefaf ^d ^ ^ most 8atisfac Kv- 

as we ' 1 as secondary symptoms readily healed, and relaDses 

fr "" ^ 

were laie, and the general health less impaired, 
th^m^ 

Cd my method, ,et him try it, and he wifi be 

Of one thousand six hundred and fifty-five patients admitted by him 

fourth v“um ff'thePhiSphb Me^'lM^ ^Philadelphia, published in the 

present era, by obseninj^that ^ yd ^ n J' am » bas most happily anticipated the 
syphilis iit_ ,? * 1 lc 1:uI no doubt the time tvould come, when 

Pks Dr A " CaSCS ’ WouM bc ,r “tcd according to general nrinci 
specs been Jv^ ’inTcoT rc,aUv * t0 ™^al Redons have in manyre- 
ris, of the U. S. Navy has h " c< ! " lt . h . those ofthe ncw school. Dr. T. liar- 
plan of treating syphilitic affections 1 ' ^ adv0cate of Ulc rational 
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into his wards from March, 1823, to August, 1824, three hundred and 
forty-two were subjected to the mercurial treatment, that he might be 
able to compare the efleets of the two plans. 

We shall conclude this account of our author’s introduction with a 
passage relative to the prejudice and opposition which those have to 
contend with, who dare to step aside from the old beaten track and 
stnke out paths of their own. 

“ ° penly att f kin f’ r '” hc observes, a theory which four centuries of ob 
scrvalmn seem to have rendered unshaken, which has been sanctioned by 
most d ustnous men whose opinions have ever enjoyed popularity, 1 am sens’,- 

UUef viees'anT "^ ° T ^ ° f ^ nUmcr °'“ P"*™ ^ morbid en- 

UUCS, vices, and a virus, and to be treated as a worthless blasphemer. For 1 

know with Madame De Stacl, that all opinions differing from the prevail,,,, 
spirit, whatever tins may be, offend the vulgar, and that human reason kabf 
mates itself to servitude even in the field of philosophy and the sciences But 
a,tent 1 P “ r ,hc £ lamours of such persons; provided 1 succeed in gaining the 
attenuon of the industrious and impartial student, and cause some practitioners 

doubt, my objects will be accomplished. It is doubtless verv difficult to 

alone",r ' ^ ' C: ‘" n0t self with beingable to effect 

: reV ? ,u, '° n * h ' of.be science demands, but other 

practitioners possessing more mfluence over public opinion will at length raise 
W voices to overthrow that then which is a shameful monumef'fde 
credulity of our predecessors. I believe the moment favourable for calling ffie 
attention of physic,ans to tins obscure point of medicine: minds are at prfsfnt 

»-4 2 

The title to the first chapter of our author, “ la syphilis n’est point 
unc maladie nouyclle,” lays open a highly interesting field for in¬ 
quiry, but one which has of late years been so ably examined, as to 
leave little room for new research, or for doubting the position ofour 
author. V\ as the pointonce decided in the affirmative, that there really 
exists no specific venereal virus, it would render attempts to establish 
the posit,on entirely superfluous; and, were there no other reasons 

,°i S ’,' , C ! en V, Ve ' Sllt t0 dls P rQVe thc Amer 'can origin of this malady, 
the lights of h,story alone would afford ample demonstration. In the 
discussion of this matter we are sure that our opinions rest perfectly 
rec from the influence of national prejudice. We do not feel that the 
honour of the western hemisphere is at all at stake in the decision, and 
could the American origin of this very unseemly disease be clearly sub¬ 
stantiated. the only reflection we should perhaps be tempted to'make 
in re erence to the subject, might be, that the new world was not al¬ 
together exempt from that alloy of evil which a wise Providence has 
c\cry where else blended with his choicest favours. 
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As however we cannot expect that our own conviction will be un- 
reservedly admitted by others holding a different faith, or whose 
mmds have never been completely set at rest upon the question, wc 
shall proceed to state the most conclusive evidence which our author 
has brought to bear upon the question. 

J7r ly h f < T Ver ’ We be? leave *° refer t0 a few of the lead in" 
spccu ations of former days, to show that such existed, and were 
doubtless held in equal veneration with those of later date. Thus in 
lal9, Corad.n Gili.vi pretended that as a consequence of the con- 
junction of Mars and Jupiter, on the 16th of January, 1496, in a 

whirl and n U,n ", 11 S 'f ’ th . ere ar ° Se va P 0Urs fro,,, the earth and water, 

the'air Z l I>U , t T° aCti ° n ^ Mars > corrupted and changed 

elL But , u bad llUm0Urs ' v,lich occasioned the L 

ease. But the greater number of the believers in astrology were 

Some tlm°n h blame u P“ n eclipses of the sun and moon. 

neTstTrted theTn en , tertam ^ faith in the «f the pla- 

nete, started the singukropmton that the true source of the poison 

Vesuvius' ThVs - W r r kS ° f Somma ’ a villa S e near Mount 
place added n th the { sa - v ’ compelled to retire from this 

place, added to the wine they abandoned, all the blood which they 

could draw from the sick in the hospital of St. Lazarus, a sophistics 

diseaJe to tiio" "l ‘TT poisonous ’ so tha ‘ it communicated 
disease to those who succeeded them. This fable is however eclipsed 

by another, maintained by one Leonarpo F, crave™, who had the 
facts from no less an authority than the son of a butcher to the army 
of Alphonso, king of Arragon, which prince, as is well known car 
ned on a long war against the duke of Anjou. In this state of things 
the provisions on each side becoming at length exhausted, the settler* 
of the two armies, impelled by the desire of gain, had recourse 

Slrtina e U d man . fleSh; ^ Cati "S ° f whieh thc ^ease in ques- 
tion originated. In corroboration of this opinion, the author asserts 

that lie had made many experiments upon do^s as well as ni,^ 

result of which was, that animals nourished upon food of thefr’own 

kind have their bodies covered with pustules, lose their ha r an 

firmed h' Se :r y - ; rheSe last were subsequently con 

to s' tl 0 } er aut,10nties > ant l> with the preceding, amply suffice 
to show the darkness which then overshadowed the medicaUrt and 
he uieffeaual groping of its followers. Under these ctuln^nces 

i -SSTTS ^ "'I' 0 ", SCHMAUSS ’ 3 P rofe «°”u the school 
brought from’ Vm ’ l 116 ne ' V idea that tl,e '^case was 
.breedIni , a ’ Up ° n the Sound that this country alone pro- 
dguaiacum, then regarded as the specific provided bynature for its 
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Zfn^e'c'ouTd^l^ 0 m r- Vailhprent9 ’ since the wild theories, 

Its nlausibflitv !t 7 haVC ^ cntertained for want of better. 
Its plausibility, at least, is amply attested by the fart tl.it ;t 1 

kept .ts ground very generally ever since, and ven now S its T 
merous and firm advocates. now has its nu- 

The opinion of Schmauss, as established for the most nart hv tl 

SSSStSSvt 

either in 4 • 4 man y of t,10se who had contracted the disease 

virus wi,li the,nTnto ST* j 'f n, " S ‘ he ° f Gonzal ™> took the 

Calabria and NaS h* T C ” mmun,cated i4 ‘o the prostitutes of 
... , v , Copies, by whom it was transmitted to the French ar 

SPread ° VCr ^ "* ° f * ^ce and 

i.i.antvw. Mva j "" ’ M ' “l.. . t™» 

rs 

rio.1 I, le tl r ' tEssena amt other Italian writers of that ne- 
have been the fi^S ^ of Gonza, 'o should 

incredible that in the cour'se of **■“/ 

ST,"; "Jrich, originally £ 

anrienrM De a s t Bru Var r‘ S *T”' of VphH^wtre'known to the 

... K ’ L,at,n » and Arabian writers. He also thinks tu* * 
tentive perusal of th® r u imnKs that an at- 

P there given of ulcers and other affections of the genital 
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parts, suppurations of the inguinal glands, etc. correspond perfectly 
with the symptoms now styled venereal. In support of this disputed 
point, we shall cite but few, of many authorities, as quite sufficient for 
its establishment. The first is Celsus, who in his sixth book and 
eighteenth chapter, describes, with an accuracy leaving no room for 
doubt, the most ordinary effects, both primary and secondary, arising 
from impure sexual intercourse, among which are phymosis and pa- 
raphymosis, attended with discharge and ulcers, the last being par¬ 
ticularly mentioned as situated on the interior surface of the prepuce, 
on the glans, and penis itself. The same prescriptions which he ad¬ 
vises for the treatment of some of these affections, he likewise speaks 
of as applicable to the ordinary secondary symptoms affecting the 
tonsils and palate, together with ulcerations of the mouth and 
nose. “Eadem autem compositio tonsillis, uvae madenti, oris na- 
riumque ulceribus accommodata est.” The whole chapter is replete 
with evidence in favour of our position. 

The second reference we shall make is to the Bible, where, in addi¬ 
tion to the attestations furnished in other parts and frequently quoted, 
we would call the attention to a comparison instituted by the psalmist 
between spiritual and bodily infirmities, in the following expressions. 

“ There is no soundness in my flesh because of thine anger; neither is there j 
any rest in my bones because of my sin. For my iniquities have gone over my 
head: as an heavy burthen, they are too heavy for me. My wounds stink anil 
arc corrupt because of my foolishness. I am troubled; I am bowed down greatly; \ 
I go mourning all the day long. For my loins arc fdled with a loathsome dis- 
case; and there is no soundness in my flesh. I am feeble and sore broken: I 
have roared by reason of the disquietness of my heart. My heart panteth, my 
strength faileth me: as for the light of mine eyes, it also is gone from me. My 
lovers and my friends stand aloof from my sore; and my kinsmen stand afai 
off.”" 

If there be no allusion in this passage to that “ loathsome disease 
of the loins,” of which we are treating, we must confess ourselves 
greatly at a loss to conjecture, what other bodily disorder, proceed¬ 
ing from “sin and foolishness,” and thus situated, could have been 
intended. 

Of the writers of comparatively modern times, who have treat 
ed most unequivocally of venereal affections, we shall cite but two 
or three, as quite sufficient for our purpose. 

Rhodius, in his notes to Scribonius Lakgus, mentions the death 

Psalms, xxxviii. v. 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11. Other passages bearing upon 
the same point may be found in Leviticus, chapters xiii. xv. xx, and Numbers, 
chap. v. 
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women." pre,,UCC ’ an9ln S fro "‘ intercourse with public 

Gahdosvius, who lived in 1303, treats clearly of diseases arising 
from impure sexual connexion. In a chapter entitled Jtr " 

in inguinibus he says, that the affection Called bubo of thT^ls 
occasioned ether by a cold disease thrown from the liver CL! 
pans which are weak and empty, or by a warm influenee, as when a 

uncleanKma!" 6 “* ** “""P** fam in ““ with an 

thinl ' 11 ' 1 CSPPCI<lle trUC S0Urcc of s yP h >l>tic complaints, no one we 
think, who examines the subject with candour, and the helo of’the 

lie v e = that The 'tit! s T" “ ^ inve stigators, will be abfe to be- 
can be maintained 

the celebrated Astruc that « n i P lausib,l “i- The assertion of 

by foreign leaven, which perpetuates or rather renews itself cont nu 
2’ T C r S ' r S , SelefiS and erroncous in the extreme. WelT 

.b.,„, s „r„r« have iXSj s** 

affection, .r. tata, ^ „ 10l JJlp ai y 

result might certainly be expected. Organs so admirably form* l i 

Se w t kh o e th dOWed ’ C ° U f lli n0t eSCape ,nJUrj fr ° m mechani “i Z 
- even in^tioT iT^.y^ iMn 

i*! 6 r b - n Changed ‘ nt ° foul and acrimonious discharge^'ren" 
perhaps still more so from intermixture with the mosUcrid of 
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irr lsec r t , i0ns - ; WI, ° win -W *<“ these consequences, with all 
the tram of ulceration, etc. cannot take place without the necessity 

of the American leaven. Even before disease has manifested itself bv 
any external appearances, (he over-excited genital organs may im- 
part to their secretions virulent properties, capable of producing ac- 
tive disease, when applied to a very sensitive and irritable surface on 
another person. There is, in our opinion, no security against vene- 
leal contagion, where either of the parties is addicted to frequent 
promiscuous intercourse. Appearances of health, under these circum¬ 
stances, are never to be trusted. 

But why has the last of the fifteenth century been so generally fix- 
ed upon as a period when syphilis made its first appearance in Eu- 
rope. The following reasons we think may be given in answer to 
the question. It would appear from various accounts written at the 
time, that exanthematous diseases prevailed extensively, and par- 
ticularly in the southern parts of Europe. As the most authentic 
records represent the age as one of extreme licentiousness, it i s 
natural to infer that venereal affections were very prevalent, and 
that eruptions usually attendant upon them may have been often 
confounded with cutaneous diseases arising from other causes. 

ie term syphilis, the derivation of which is quite uncertain, 
was no doubt apphed in the times to which we allude, to desig- 
nate epidemic exanthematous affections, though since confined To 
those morbid symptoms arising from impure sexual intercourse. I. 
i» our opinion that new diseases much less rarely occur, than that old 
ones are lost sight of, or cease to be clearly recognized, either from 
ian„es in the nomenclature of our predecessors, or the obscurity of 
the terms and imperfect descriptions they have left us. Upon these 
suppositions only can we satisfactorily explain the accounts we have 
of syphilis prevailing as an epidemic, and acquiring successively the 
popular designations of Neapolitan, French, and Spanish disease. 

" c w ill conclude our remarks upon this part of M. Des Brus’s trea- I 
.sc by observing that the proofs of the existence of all the forms of 

. , P " ,S Pn ° r t0 ( th 4 U dlscovcr yof America, are sufficient tooverwheln, 
all the arguments to the contrary ever brought forward by Schmauss, , 
Girtanner, Astruc, and all their adherents. Those who feel cu¬ 
rious to inquire more into the subject, we would particularly refer to 
e work of M. Des Brus, and also to the able “ Historical ™!Vi - 

hy jm,rdan ’ a «<■ ^ \ 
Journal'of the Meifiod°and Wiysfcal Sciences! 6 * ^ 

A\ e have now arrived at a subject much dwelt upon by M. Des Brus. 1 
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tir, V r nar - V,,nd SCeptical ’ than of attracting any respectful atten’ 
t 0,110 the "- opinions. When it is considered that tL ‘ en ,' 

presence of a specific poison, constitutes the basis of ad fonn' Sa '' 

th0, °® r and P ract ‘ cc in syphilis, it may be rea«% C0 Lt d7 a T 

But lest it might be inquired what we mean bv the term ™ 

I tion and experience which may be^advanced't, d* r ° aS ° ni "S’ ob5erva - 
ofthat morbific matter asserted to have h ^ ' dis P rove the existence 
old world from America^an^which'has lnMn^ch^^c"er^zed*by'va°‘^* C 

writers as an inflammatory, acrimonious, corrosive acid alt r 
glutinous, sulphurous, and even electrical substance ’ e ’ 

the first argument advanced by M. DesBrus in fevm rt,- 

is founded upon a position laid down by Cicero in his se^T^M™ 
pic, namely, “that nothing is less worfhv nf , b,s second phihp- 
to oppose against one ^ 

which the other has only to deny in order to stop short al^oDDo; T"™ 
his opponent, and to show that it ought to be reierte I PP ° S,t ' on m 
only reposes upon a fable destitute of all proof ’ r ’ 
of this classic logic, M. Des Bros calls ip P o" the beEe~ 
to demonstrate its existence ,mi „ , . e . e e ' ers ln a virus 

The contagion of venereal’ affections^flbrds^jwrhapsl thesri “ “l 

KKtaa-wsj 

= tr H £% 

source, often presenting the most different trains of s r ^ Same 
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inflammation of the mucous membrane of the nasal cavities, depend? 
upon a specific virus, because the secretion applied to the same mem¬ 
brane of healthy persons, will, as he asserts, excite a similar aflec- 
tion. The same results follow the application of a morbid secretion 
from any other mucous surface when applied to one in a sound state. 
That of the eye in purulent ophthalmia is adduced as a familiar illus- 
tration. In these cases it is manifest that the secretory organs arc 
deranged and their discharges altered, and that they acquirelfrom in¬ 
flammation qualities sufficiently acrimonious to produce an irritation 
in the parts to which they are or may be applied. Why, it may be 
asked, may not the same tiling take place in venereal irritations" 

M. Des Brus cites very many interesting cases to prove that the 
syphilitic affections propagated to several sound persons who maj 
have had connexion, about the same time, with the same infected 
person, unlike what might be expected from the direct application of 
a specific poison very often differ greatly from each other. Of the 
truth of this our own observation has furnished the most ample evi- 
dcnces. Appealing, however, to the examples cited by him, we shall 
at the same time present his rationale as illustrating very clearly the 
views he takes of the subject. 


“ Six friends,” says he, quoting- from Vigaroux, •• after a hearty repast, had 
connexion with the same girl, who communicated the pox to them all The 
disease, however, manifested itself among them with different symptoms. Two 
of them had chancres and buboes; two others, gonorrhoea; the fifth had a chan, 
ere; and the sixth a single bubo. One of those who had chancres and 
buboes was soon cured by a regular treatment with frictions; the other with 
the same affection, had his bubo to suppurate, the skin to separate, become 
spongy and perforated. He became dejected, salivation took place; the sub. 
maxillary glands became engorged; the discharge from the chancre ichoroui; 
he lost Ins strength, and sunk. He who led only a chancre, burnt it out, and 
experienced no inconvemence after marriage, his children proving healthy. 
Of the two who had gonon-hcca, one experienced it in its mildest form, while 
in the other, on the contrary, it was attended with exceeding virulence, 
and resisted the efforts made to cure it, for ten months.** 

In relation to this case, 3VI. Des Brus observes— 


In vain may we seek to account satisfactorily for these different phene 
mena, otherwise than by referring to the different excitability of the several 
patients, and to the various degrees of inflammation occasioned by the con- 
nexion This affords the only rationale, which will apply equally well to them 
all, whatever may have been the irritating principle which produced the dis- 
order. Let us suppose that these six individuals had been exposed to the con- 
T 1 ° ° ' ef > ctab,e juices, alkalies, acids, corrupted animal matters, etc. 

The effects produced we should account for thus:—With two of the persons 
alluued to, the irritation occasioned by the excitant predominating upon the 
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Of this part than the other* orT P ^'^^'excitability 
more violence, the result was a diff *• °", aV '" s ' manifested itself with 
disease. With two o*l “th “ th * m,ensity and d ^on of the 

guinal K^vVri^o 0 " ZZ^Ih ^ ***'* *° ^ 

to disorganizing inflammation, it wasted away becoming m ■ ? prey 

On the other hand, irritation nf. a r y. becoming thin and perforated. 

Si=ysata £SS‘ r “ 

arJwaassrssfe.SrF 

do after a prolonged march.” * arc scen 

.t e «SL v S,“r: pi \p“.* 

r o' 

deed may have been the case, but why resort to obscure hVpothesis 
to explain what may be satisfactorily understood without 
But how can we resist the positive proofs of a virus furnished in 
the experiments of Mr. Hunter, who, by inoculating widt venetell 

the trouble of^ ^ m S0Uni1 pCr9ons ’ Those who will take 

atten. W u examining the records of these experiments with 

£; f ,t ££ s 

J<£ r: *»j »«*o. which iol 

inn Jr T t of S onorrha ' a and chancres rarely produce anv last 

those with’wWcT t? Pl,ed CVeD inSCrted into other tissues, except 
th which they usually come in contact during the act of coi- 
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tion. Venereal pus, it is true, may become the cause of an ulcerative 
inflammation, but under these circumstances the phenomenon is 
purely local, and like other inflammations, may give rise, either 
through sympathy, or continuity of tissue, to various changes in the 
neighbouring or distant organs. 

It would appear that the believers in a virus have in France, lately 
availed themselves of the unhappy results of an experiment by ino- 
culation, for the support of their position, which, like certain rcligi- 
ous appeals, are calculated to take stronger hold on the prejudices 
and feelings, than on the reason. This circumstance we shall relate 
in the words of M. Des Erus, giving at the same time his comments. 

“ In opposition to my reported experience, there will doubtless be cited the 
results, obtained by three young physicians who inoculated themselves, which 
have been pompously announced in the medical journals. Each of the three, it 
is said, made a puncture in the arm with the point of a lancet, charged with 
syphilitic matter. In one, swelling of the axillaiy glands took place, which, 
treated by antiplilogistics alone, went on to suppuration, and produced consi¬ 
derable injury of the axilla. In the second, the puncture inflamed and ulcerat¬ 
ed; a chancre presenting all the venereal characteristics, established itself, and 
made extensive ravages. But admire how far the love of the marvellous will 
carry us: it is pretended that this young man, after consulting a professor of 
the medical school, who told him that the ulcer was venereal, and that he must 
resort to mercury, went into the hospital and opened the crural artery! 1 

“What, this young physician, who, inflamed by the laudable desire of 
throwing light upon an obscure point of science, had not scrupled to try upon 
himself an experiment reputed dangerous, and who had been led by obsem- 
tion to question the evidences of a venereal virus, to lose both reflection and 
courage so as to be driven to commit suicide; merely too because a professor 
had told him he had the pox! And what great matter was there even if it had 
been so? Could he not have resorted to mercury for its removal, if, confiding onli 
in the edicts of the professor, he was not able to rid himself of the idea that thf 
employment of that medicine was absolutely necessary? Or, was he determin 
ed by shame or vexation not to survive a defeat? The supposition cannot be ad¬ 
mitted, for what did the ulcer with which he was affected prove? Nothinf 
more than that the pus applied had acted as an irritant. Now it is not pro hr 
ble, that before submitting to the inoculation, he could have been ignorant ot 
the circumstance, that inflammation often gives to the fluids secreted on parti 
where it is seated, acrimonious and irritating properties; that accidents oftet 
occur from scratches made by instruments impregnated with the sanious hu 
mours of a wound or dead body: and he ought to have been familiar with 
many facts similar to the following, reported by M. Begin- Opening, with M 
Broussais, the body of a man who had died of gastroenteritis, accompanied 
with adynamic symptoms, 51. Begin experienced an insupportable sensation ot 
burning, in consequence of having touched the intestinal contents, and had 
likewise a considerable swelling of the hand, as well as an abscess upon one r-' 
his fingers, although neither he nor M. Broussais, who experienced similar incon 
venicnces, had been wounded by the knife. Every thing, therefore, conspir."* 
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The case of the third young man is reported to have presented di- 
vers positive symptoms of a venereal infection. 

havc It offefe e d ,l noco be . re?Tetted ”T- ” ^ “ that ,hese men 

Iiave ottered no conclusions upon their observations and experience Their 

te*unony would then have had more weight, and might have s^ d .ocon ™ 

or disprove the conclusions which it has been attempted to draw from them7 

M. Des Brus thinks that the symptoms exhibited in these three ex¬ 
periments, no not at all establish the existence of a virus. That, in 
the axillary engorgement of the first, there was nothing extraordi¬ 
nary. Among other circumstances referred to, in order to explain the 
phenomena, he cites some of interest from his own personal experi¬ 
ence. On one occasion, having received, whilst opening a dropsical 
subject, a slight cut upon one of his fingers, pain in the arm soon en- 
sued, together with violent inflammation, and swelling of the elands 
whlch were subdued by leeches and other appropriate 
means. These symptoms were attended with an acute gastroenteri¬ 
tis, produced from the ganglionic irritation, referred to the mucous 
coat of the intestinal canal, succeeded by a pustular cutaneous erup- 
tion on the trunk of the body, so that it was only necessary that he 
should have been inoculated with venereal matter, to have constitut¬ 
ed a case of syphilis. All this and more is adduced, to prove that the 
axillary engorgement in the young experimenter, did not proceed 
lrom tiie introduction of a specific virus. 

The ulcer which manifested itself on the second, was nothin* un¬ 
common, since a splinter, or the acrid juice of any vegetable might 
have produced the same effects. As to the characters of syphilis, M 
Des Brus demands what else they are than the ordinary products of 
irritation. So much, therefore, for the evidences of a virus furnished 
by inoculation. 

It has been our own lot to witness many instances, in which symp¬ 
toms have occurred from other causes, not to be discriminated from 
those ensuing to venereal affections taken in the usual way. Of these 
we will take the liberty of mentioning one, the case of a widow lady 
of cachectic habit, who was suddenly attacked with an alarmin* 
sloughing ulcer just above the heel of the right foot After the loss of 
considerable substance, the ulcer healed under the use of generous diet 
and tonics. About two weeks afterwards, however, a swelling took 
place in one of the right inguinal glands, which proceeded rapidly to 
suppuration, and on being opened, discharged most abundantly a thick 
l>us. This soon got well under the treatment previously prescribed. 
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About a week or ten days after the removal of the in<minal affection 
she was attacked with severe colick, accompanied with spasms, and 
strong indications of a disordered condition of the digestive organs 
soon after recovery from which, she went into the%ountry, Maid 
I ^ re e weeks, and returned apparently in betterhealth than she 
had enjoyed for a long time. In a few days, however, she complain! 

ridemhi re “T ° Ut 4 thC b , ri<lge ° f the nosc ’ where ‘ h 're existed a con¬ 
siderable redness. A wash of lead water and laudanum was directed 

externaHy and internal'y the decoction of sarsaparilla, along with 
lieved on fV 7 Ut T° US <lict WaS en j° incd ' T he soreness was re- 

Iiev ed and the redness disappeared in the course of three or four days, 

anti we now thought every thing right again. I„ about three weeks 

eruntinn' "".hT ^ ^ Up0 " bj the Samc ,ad ywitness a papula! 
erupt'on on the hands and arms, which, however, soon disappeared. 

ndt 7e VC . ^ r nS C ' reSard this case as ‘"nstrating most hap. 
pdy the chain of connexion subsisting between the various tissue, 

7 ’ and thE mamier in which ^P^sions are 
transmit ed from one to another. In a cachectic state of the system, 

p oluced most probably by a derangement of the digestive o'rgans. 

motin th T S ° f m ° rbid irritation > Prebably first set in 

motion there by some injury too slight to be noticed. From thence it 

was propagated successively to other parts, according to laws re- 
gulating the phenomena of diseases. Had we not witnessed the nri- 
mary affection, and our patient been in any degree susceptible of a 
suspicion of venereal indulgence, (which was altogether impossible,) 
no human power we believe could at that time have convinced us! 

we h I,!" ,' '™ 5 "' aS n0t at the bottom ofthe “se. Here then 

e haie the usual consecutive phenomena attendant on venereal af- 
fections without the presence of a specific venereal virus. 

venl P ° SSeSsed opportunities of paying much attention to 

lenereal affechons, must have frequently witnessed the transition of 
the inflammation and irritation attending upon simple gonorrhcea to 
the glandular system producing soreness in the Ivmphatics ofthe 
penis; swelling ofthe inguinal glands, testicles, etc. rheumatic affec¬ 
tions of the muscular and membranous tissues, irritation ofthe mu¬ 
cous membrane of the fauces and other parts, cutaneous affections, 
etc. in fact, all the symptoms commonly observed to follow venereal 

toms' N °k ’ ‘ f “, Can l’ 0 <lcmonst rated that a similar train of symp- 
toms may be produced by other means, and entirely without tlfe 
agency or venereal matter, it results that there is no necessity for the 

a £ n :r/i a 8pe w C , VirU! ' in ° rder t0 ex P lain the rationale of syphi- 
°ns. e have seen a simple warty excrescence which ex- 
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.sted on the prepuce for several weeks as the only evidence of an 

Zln lT el,0n ’ C °" VCrted b * the in j' ldicious application of Is 

t cs and other means used for its removal, into a foul and irritable 
ulcer, deep, livid, surrounded by callous edges and with* I »• 
ingly obstinate to heal, giving rise subsequently’to a tedious antin' 
vetcratc tram of constitutional symptoms And yet such w^ U n' 
der ordinary circumstances are readily removed by simnle Wi "' 
tmns, and seldom or never, according to our experience f L nc ; P 
other than mechanical inconvenience, unless some such v' I '° n ^ 
t-at above described, has been applied to £ tZe wtSe“ 
fore no hesitation in believing that under such circumstances it is not 

tl.ose he maintains in his work upon svnlrilis ! „ • fr ° m 

solution of sal. ammoniac a very^ittle way into hU a . 3tr ° nS 

duced thus artificially a most virulent ' l h uretlra ’ ,le pro- 

fonmng a cure. The case wWl, i * i . 3S Slx ee ^ s in per- 

in his took, is well worth raflS to " C ° nSiderable IenSt '‘ 

Should we be asked whether we (hint M a j- 

»r »«»„ “4’^ r, ^ * 5 - 

by having connexion with her, we would nnhJtJ i femaIe 

J« „ if,.. „,u „ eriIe „ i( 

thrown away upon such fabrications. What his { , been 

therefore useless to comment upon the inutility of such 
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a distinction, particularly since it has been demonstrated over and 
over, that tins kind of ulcer, contrary to the positive assertions of 
Hunter, Carmichael, and many others of great authority, can, like 
every other venereal sore, be cured without mercury.* 

Upon the whole, the pretended characteristics of venereal affection- 
which have served to edify the credulous faithful, and confuse the 
student and candid inquirer after facts, maybe readily demonstrated 
to be nothing more than the ordinary effects of irritation and in- 
nomination, modified by circumstances now well understood. 

“ The ulcer of the teguments of the penis, whatever may have been it, 
oipn, seldom bears any resemblance to that of the glans. That of the glam 
difiers ordinarily from that of the prepuce, whilst those of that envelope fre 
qucntly exhibit great variety of appearance, even at the same time, and in Or 

samf* nntirnt 


All this variation may be referred to the different degrees of inten¬ 
sity of the irritation or inflammation, and the length of time the ulcer 
may have existed. Their physiognomy is susceptible of great and rapid 
variation. These are points to which M. Des Brus has invited par¬ 
ticular attention, and which he says will be ever confirmed by close 
observation of the phenomenon which succeed each other during the 
development of the ulcers. The original and progressive appearance- 
of these primary affections are thus described by him 


They ordinarily proceed,” says he, “ either from a slight excoriation pm 
duccd during coitus, from small white or reddish serous vesicles of the size of 
a mdlet seed or pm-head, and of an aphthous appearance, or from a minute 
pustule on the skin. These vesicles break, the fluid which they contain 
escapes, and sometimes we find the denuded surface exactly like that produced 
by the application of a blister, whilst at others it is of a milky white. The in- 
Damnation progressing, the sore becomes larger and deeper, extends more o: 
less to other parts, and soon presents an aspect varied by circumstance. 
Sometimes the edges are thin, pale, and level with the surrounding parts; at : 
others, on the contran', they arc hard, engorged, and elevated above {he sort, 
particularly after the inflammation has lasted for some time: sometimes the 
centre appears red and granulated, or pale, fungous, and raised above the 
margins: sometimes excavated, and ofa yellowish colour. In some cases 1 
corrosive matter is secreted. The surface is at times perfectly even, or stri¬ 
ated, ragged, and of a stellated appearance. Round or oval upon the prepuce, 
they are generally irregular upon the glans, elongated upon the frxnum, Lni 


Mr e . TCr ’ the distinctions and classifications adopted bv 

Mr. Carmichael in his treatise upon venereal diseases, the practice which hr 
1 ulcatcs, IS upon the whole more consonant to reason and the results of re 

vre arc acquainted* ^ ^ 0th " b ™ k 
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After remaining a certain time, the ulcer generally produces a 

hardness o the part upon which it is situated? This ha dness is 
sometimes like cartilage, and— hardness is 

sometimes the. L„,y one L'd then a^in T '"T* 

genital organs is occasionally observed Imaling on one part and aTT 
Ume attacking another, under eveiy treatmenf that ma/bt’reTorted to.-* 

In factj it cannot we think be (Ipniprl * 1 ,,,* oil *\ 


, 0 -- pi unary sypnilis hai 

may occur without the application of a specific virus Mo th • • 

a certain routine, into irritable obs«2e f 7,' to 

chievous ulcers, which havenot’ on^ 

The evidence of a venereal virus drawn iv. ,1 

'r 0 ” * -v— m2 !sr,i' 

out weight when candidly investigated. Their nr7° ,! V 
proves nothing more than that the irritation has extended from £ 
ssues of the penis, either from continuity or sympathy to the c 

X7tt u b ri i nss,and - Th ™- ate Lm 

j ar^ of the body, most commonly in the axilla from some affection 

affe tion a C s n0 r r “‘"“I 1 * ° r b ' eaSt The ‘Agnostics, designating this 
r n a SmUme S - V l ,lulitic character, as it is Termed are 
X I aC T S With th0Se a PP' ied f<>r ‘he same purpose to chancre 
The labours of Astnic and all his followers in this work whenTn 

S? ^ W ‘ th and candour ' ' vil1 b e found vain and de- 

ivSw ttemptS , haVe bCen made ‘° fixthe characteristics of genuine 
'Nol II.-Feb 1828. SO ^ “ "jjf distinguished from the spu- 
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nous kinds often said to be mistaken for it. But notwithstanding 
the great ingenuity displayed in the task, every unprejudiced person 
who will make the investigation for himself, will come to the conclu¬ 
sion that all the phenomena of gonorrhoea depend upon different de¬ 
grees of urethral inflammation. 


Thus, says M. Dcs Brits, “in regard to inflammations of all other parts 
we constantly observe a difference in the intensity of the pains, in the deranee, 
ment of the functions, and in the colour and qualities of the excretions.” 

It is precisely the same case with gonorrlm-a, which originating 
rom similar causes and sources with the other forms of syphilis k 
like them a genuine phlegmasia, curable upon the same general princi’. 
pics. Existing usually without any solution of continuity in the dis- 
eased tissue, it frequently gets well of itself, and seldom, compam- 
tivcly speaking, aft'ects the other tissues of the body to any consider- 
able extent, unless when aggravated by peculiar circumstances. Then i 
indeed its effects are transferred to other parts, and it runs its course : 
alter the manner of other venereal forms, attacking the testicles, in- 
guinal glands, the mucous membranes of other parts, the muscles. ! 
iasciae, skin, &c. Who that has frequently been called upon to treat 
gonorrhoea, has not witnessed sudden transition of the irritation from 
the urethra to distant parts, the ligaments and joints for example, 
where it has raged with a violence demanding the use of the most 
powerful antiphlogistics. In such cases the morbid phenomena scarce- 
iy perceptible in the original seat, have as speedily returned to it 
again whilst the affection of the other parts has ceased. Now, who 
will contend that the virus in these cases has been translated in the 
space of a few hours, first to distant parts possessing a very obscure 
and white circulation, and again in as short a time retreated to in | 
primitive situation. 


Such, however, is the force with which early impressions and as¬ 
sociations are stamped upon the tnind, that it is long before we be-in 
to doubt, and still longer before we come to disbelieve in the exist¬ 
ence of things and circumstances relative to which we have formed 

and long entertained distinct conceptions. It is just so with re-ard 
o he venereal virus. AH who acknowledge its existence, and the nuni. 
her who do not hold with the hypothesis we are persuaded is at presen; 
extremely limited in this country, doubtless think that they have a clear 
idea and perfect knowledge of what it is. But should any of the^e 
TIT' !‘ tlca ' ,dourand something like mathematical scrutiny, in 
” ob J ect ; of their we are greatly mistaken if they 

121 TT , m ° re difHcuIt - V than mi S ht imagine, in de 
monstrating to the external senses, any substance or matter produced 
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by venereal affections, so distinct in its nature and properties from 
ordinary animal secretions, as to deserve the , n Jll P , ' 

G. 
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r«E ihraric. presented by Profamr T„nx,« i„ ,|,i, 

- the fol- 

or bodies, whose p^rtfcoheretogether"'!^ iT^bT* COncretions - 
"r gravitation, as its inherent principle,’or attribute”^’ "th ‘“'l aWraction > 

I conclude’ “ C ° nCretions ’ "° thi "S ^bleTwemu^ 

ssl 

nomena which «3£ *" ^ ^ * * ** 

alreath-'flmil'^'T '* certainl - v m,tllin S new; nothing but what is 

„l„ril y „T T 6 '‘r 0 " 1 ° f chemist[ 7- But in considering 
as a cause of repulsmn between the particles of ponderable 





